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Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We announced proposals in the last month, as you 

know, to solve London’s aviation capacity problems, a brilliant scheme, one of which would 

generate 375,000 jobs and £742 billion to the United Kingdom (UK) economy.  We announced 

the redevelopment of a site at Earl’s Court, a fantastic project that will generate 36,000 jobs in 

construction and a further 9,000 to 10,000 permanent jobs in the long term, to which some 

people seem unaccountably opposed.  We have announced that Zandra Rhodes is going to be 

the breast cancer awareness ambassador for London.  There was an excellent and successful 

conference here in City Hall on policing global cities and we launched an initiative to tackle the 

problem in the mobile phone industry who are allowing the thefts of mobile phones to multiply 

by making it too easy to hand in and to exchange mobiles and smart phones that are stolen. 

 

We are coming up now to the anniversary of the Olympic and Paralympic Games and it is just 

worth pointing out that London is achieving a truly sensational and distinguished legacy from 

those Games, unlike any previous Olympic city.  You are going to be hearing a lot more about 

that in the course of the next few weeks: the physical legacy, what has been done at the 

Olympic site; the volunteering legacy, which we celebrate this Friday with the Go Local event in 

the Olympic Park; the sporting legacy, the 150,000 more people taking part in sport in London 

since those Games.  And I am very pleased to announce in a final rebuttal to some of the 

gloomadon poppers and some of the naysayers, the tourism figures for last year and for the first 

quarter of 2013. i.e. the first post-Olympic tourism figures that we have seen, really do knock 

spots of previous Olympic experience in other Olympic cities.  We have seen 3.4 million visitors 

come to London in the first three months of this year, a 4.2% increase on the same period last 

year, so I pay tribute to London & Partners and to everybody involved in that exercise and to 

everybody who takes part in our tourism industry. 

 

You have asked for an oral update, Members of the Assembly, on one item, which is the so-

called near miss on the Northern line.  We have dug into this and all I can say to you is I am 

happy to take questions on this but there does not appear to have been a near miss or any risk 

to staff or customers at any time.  I am told that this looks like a piece of scaremongering by 

some of the people involved. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  We are not taking contributions from the -- 

 

(Disruption from the public gallery) 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  We will adjourn the meeting until the public gallery is quiet please, 

thank you.  The meeting is adjourned for two minutes. 

 

(A short adjournment) 



 

 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  We will now reconvene the meeting and can I just 

remind members of the public, if you have got issues that you would like to see raised in this 

Assembly, contact one of your Assembly Members and they can table a formal question to the 

Mayor of London on your behalf, which is how we do things here.  Mayor, you can continue 

with your update. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  I have finished, thanks very much, Darren, 

and I await your questions. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  Assembly Member Tracey. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Yes, thank you, Chairman.  Mr Mayor, it is more a comment than a 

question, I want to dissociate the Conservative Members of the Transport Committee from 

various critical comments made about your -- 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  You will have to wrap a question into that, Assembly Member 

Tracey. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  -- your airport plans and in fact we do not join in the criticism.  Are you 

aware of this? 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Dick, as ever, I am aware of your massive commonsense and 

sagacity with which you approach all transport questions.  I think what is common ground 

around this horseshoe, quite seriously, is that expansion of Heathrow, the third runway, would 

be disastrous for London.  I think we are going to have some very interesting stuff today from 

Heathrow and I urge Assembly Members to follow it closely.  I think it will be quite spine-chilling 

what is intended for West London should Heathrow get the go-ahead to expand in the way that 

they want.  It is clear what the Heathrow agenda is; it is to have four runways, it is massively to 

increase the footprint of the airport slap-bang in the western suburbs of the greatest city on 

earth.  I do not think there is anybody here in this Assembly, an elected Member of this 

Assembly, who would reasonably support that.  But I am grateful to you, Dick, for what you say. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.   

 

 

 


